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Letter from the Editors
Dear Readers,

 Since 1996, the University of Washington Bothell Policy Journal has offered 
students the opportunity to have their research published, and thus their voices heard and 
ideas circulated. For the past seventeen years, UW Bothell students, faculty, and staff 
have depended on the University of Washington Bothell Policy Journal as the campus’ 
only research-based publication and have cherished it, not only as a signifier of student 
research, but also as a piece of UW Bothell-identity. In many ways, we have grown with 
this campus and have seen much change throughout the years with regards to technology, 
online editions, board members, faculty advisers, and author interest. 

 We are grateful for the support we receive from the campus community, and for 
being able to participate in such an enriching endeavor. As we help authors publish their 
work, and become better writers and researchers in the process, we too are able to learn 
and grow. More importantly, as the Journal travels beyond the borders of our campus, 
we are able to share with the campus community and broader public a sense for the 
overall academic excellence that we see reflected in the papers received from all schools 
and programs at UW Bothell. As such, the Journal serves the critical role of informing 
students, faculty, staff, and others about the many ways in which students here produce, 
interpret, and share knowledge. Students, whether as readers, writers, or editors, benefit 
directly from the Journal as a resource for career advancement, improvement of writing 
skills, and inter-campus collaboration. They also benefit indirectly by having their educa-
tional institution made visible beyond the city limits of Bothell. In other words, the Policy 
Journal is more than just a collection of student-authored research; it is an invaluable 
medium amongst our campus community and a crucial vehicle in assuring student voices 
are heard. 

 Each year, as former editorial board members cycle out and new papers cycle in, 
we encounter difficulties in the process of publication. This year was especially trouble-
some for the Journal, as well as for other media sources on campus, due to budget con-
cerns and a new uncertainty with regards to future funding. We stand in solidarity with 
other media sources on campus in our belief that student-authored journals and media 
serve as vital elements of any functioning campus. As the campus continues to grow in 
size and diversity every year, student publications such as the Policy Journal serve as 
connecting elements among the student population by fostering collaborative learning. In 
absence of publications, we all risk a dangerous silence and conformity that can threaten 
the very mission of our University. 
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 We all know that the uniqueness of our campus lies within its size, which fosters 
an environment of familiarity, accessibility, and collaboration. As a result of the budget 
uncertainties, we feel that the members of the Editorial Board have become closer, not 
only to each other, but also to the student body, faculty, and others that demonstrated a 
remarkable solidarity and dedication to asserting that student-led publications remain ac-
cessible to all. 

 We appreciate the support you have offered, and are grateful for the continued 
support you will show in the coming years. 

 Sincerely,
 The 2013 UW Bothell Policy Journal Editorial Board


